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SUBJ: GABON WELCOMES ZIMBABWEAN EXECUTIVE COUNCIL INSTALLATION 

1) FOLLOWING IS UNOFFICIAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF STATEMENT 
ISSUED BY GABONESE FOREIGN MINISTER MARTIN BONGO MARCH 24 
CONCERNING ZIMBABWEAN DEVELOPMENTS: QUOTE: IN MY CAPACITY 
AS MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE COUNTRY PROVIDING 
THE OAU CHAIRMAN, I WELCOME WITH OPTIMISM THE CREATION OF 
AN EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IN ZIMBABWE MADE UP WITH A MAJORITY 
OF BLACKS, WHILE HOPING THAT THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WILL JOIN 
THIS COUNCIL TO REINFORCE THE BLACK MAJORITY. WHEREAS NO 
ONE THOUGHT THAT ONE DAY MR. SMITH WOULD ACCEPT SUCH A 
SOLUTION, IT IS ALREADY A STEP TOWARD FINAL VICTORY. 


UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LIBREV 00746 290901Z 

THE NEXT STAGE WILL BE THE COMPOSITION OF THE 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS WHICH ITSELF MUST ALSO REFLECT THE 
BLACK MAJORITY. IN LIGHT OF THIS PROGRESSIVE 
EVOLUTION IT SHOULD BE AGREED TOREEXAMINE OUR POSITIONS 
IN CONFORMANCE WITH THE 14TH OAU SUMMIT. END QUOTE. 

2. THE RELEASE OF GABON'S ZIMBABWE DECLARATION COINCIDED 
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WITH THE LIBREVILLE ARRIVAL OE OAU SEC-GEN ETEKI WHO MET 
WITH PRESIDENT BONGO MARCH 25. ETEKI REEUSED 
TO COMMENT TO GABONESE PRESS ABOUT STATEMENT. HE DID 
NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT THE OAU EXCLUSIVE RECOGNITION OF THE 
PATRIOTIC FRONT REMAINED IN EFFECT UNTIL CANCELED 
OR MODIFIED BY OAU. ACCORDING TO ETEKI, OAU POSITION 
WOULD BE CLOSELY STUDIED DURING DAR ES SALAAM MEETINGS 
BETWEEN FRONT LINE STATES, PATRIOTIC FRONT AND AMBASSADOR 
YOUNG WHICH WOULD STUDY WHETHER ELEMENTS OF THE ANGLO- 
AMERICAN PLAN MIGHT BE COMBINED WITH THE SALISBURY 
AGREEMENT. ETEKI WENT ON TO GIVE MOST OF CREDIT FOR 
SMITH REGIMES WILLINGNESS TO NEGOTIATE TO PATRIOTIC 
FRONT PRESSURE AND CALLED FOR RECONCILIATION BETWEEN 
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ZIMBABWEAN NATIONALISTS. TIENKEN 
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